W. B. WILLIAMSON
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

(ARIZONA DIVISION)

VETERANS PROTECTIVE & WELFARE
ASSOCIATION

POSTOFFICE BOX 425
PHONE 3—0442

PHOENIX. ARIZONA

(Personal) December 20, 1945

Hon, Sidney P, Osborn,
Governor of Arizona
State House

Phoenix, Ariz,

Dear Governor Osborn:

Enclosed is copy of letter I am writing to the Prescott Courier.
Similiar letters have been published in most of the other daily
papers of Arizona from my pen and the pen of other writers, The
situation is growing more acute each day, And something must be
done about it, Each public official must do his share and the
greatest burden falls on the shoulders of the Chief Executive of
the states In other words you must take the lead, We feel sure
that you will,

I spent about 40 minutes the other day in one of Phoenix's Pawn
Shops and during that short period 18 veterans came in to hoeck
something, 1 recognized several Arizona boys among them and talked
to them., They are broke, cannot get & job. They were sober too,
Some of them have not yet been able to find a place to live.

Arizona and all other states, for that matter, will never be able
to pay the debt that is owed the veterans, There would'nt be any
Arizona today had not the veterans won this ware

Go into any store and you find business good#i and the prices charged
are twice to three times what they were in 1941, Everything is in-
flated and the quality of merchandise is very poor, The small sum the
veteran has when mustered out does not last very 1ong; The profiteers
have made and put away great fortunes. Not just the big war plant
operators, but all businesses right here in Phoenix and all of
Arizona, All establishments where liguor is sold have made great
profits. This is proven by the fact that liquor license are being
sold for from $20,000 to $35000,00.

The bread lines will be here and other Arizona cities within the
next 60 days and they will be filled with veterans, Its & disgrace
to Arizona and every public official in the stase, as well as to
each one of us who did not wear the uniform during this war, Arizona
will lose its place in the sun unless something is done now to
relieve this deplorable situation in veterans housing and Jjobse
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The governor of Arizona shounld immediately call a special session of
the state legislature and pédgididddi request that a law be passed

to pay each Arizona veteran upon his honorable separation from the
service a honus of not less than $500,00. :

Great profits have been made from this war by every business g in
Arizona, and some of these profits should ' be used to pay the debt %o
the veterans,.

If the public officials will just stop and think & moment - those
young men were teken from their jobs, from theu classes in scheol,
thoy did not bring on this way, bui they have won 1%, and now when they
come back hona.v they certainly are entitled to jobs snd & place %o live,
and 1f they ave disabled, they are entitled %o a bed in & government
hospitale. Ar:lz_onof does not have enough hospital beds Ffor them, and its
already been »pram $hat there are not envugh .3o'bg and houging, And no%
one half of the veterans ure home yote Whut will 1% be whem sixty thous=
and Arizona mea and women all return homes Its bad enough now.

Its a disgrace tv every aan and womean ln Arizona who did not wear a
aniform for these men to return from the battlelines and have to go into
the brouuml.

_cengxuaanan John 8; Murdock, Arisona’s senior Congressman is now in
Arizona getting a firsgt-hand piotu:n of the-situation, When he returns.
%0 Washinston. he will'do his best to get amergeney legislation passed
to ro:uen the situation as far as the federal govermmsnt is oonecerned,
hut right now its an emergeney that Arizona officials must meet without
any farther dol.sy or bickering. :

Qhan ws.ll be plenty of new faces in public places if our officials

den't do something now.
; i Sincerely,

Paosnix DOO“b.!‘,BO. 1945 W. Bill Williamson



